The Painter’s Palette

A guide on how to choose and arrange
your palette for your studio practice.

Anders Zorn, Self Portrait with Model, 1896



Why | chose this topic
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Anatomy of a Palette

Palette

 Medium of paint e Shape & size
* Colour (pigment) * Material (colour)
* Colour arrangement o Setup



Honey or
Corn Syrup

Ox Gall

Brightener

Plasticizer

Humectant
Extender

Synthetic Glycol
or Aquazol®

Glycerin

Dextrene

Honey or
Fungicide

The binder determlnes the paint type
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How to read the Marketing Name
paint tube’s labels
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Deift blue
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WATERCOLOR Diu di Dalft
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VIRIDIAN HUE

VIRIDIAN HUE
DE VERT DE G

Permanence A
Series/Série 2

37ml € 1.25 US fl oz

9(‘/:0: /akem'ood
N0.205 Series 2

PR 170 Napthol Az0
Ground in Linsesd Oil

40ml (mm s7ll1‘)




Pigment

PW = White
PY = Yellow
PO = Orange
rofessional "7 ="ReC

=G OLOUR" PV = Violet
N BLUE PB = Blue
PB35 Eus”  pa-areer

Series/Série3  PBr = Brown
PBk = Black
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14 m\ € 0.47 US fl 0z
PB35 = Cobalt Tin Oxide (Cerulean Blue)
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CADMIUM RED HUE

\

PR188, PW6, PR112

PR188 = Nap\hthol Scarlet Lake
PW6 = Titanium White - ; ‘
PR122 = Quinacridone Magenta ' ' CADMIUM RED

ROUGE DE CADMIU
Sfalilie A D .

PR108
PR108 = Cadmium Red

\ CADMIUM RED HUE

. “'ANCE DE ROLIGH \ . | . b
list (3) Reg.Price DE CAUMIUM AL - list /\’7} Reg. Price Series/Série 4
\LJ e
$8.99 $6:30 TONO ROJO . $38.89 $2528

DE CADMIO

Sale:

Sale

$4.49 $21.39

37ml e 1.25 US fl 0z 8
o/ml € 1.25 US fl oz

Series/Série 4 #

Series/Série 1
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Opacity Ratings

Bl Opaque

Professional A Semi-Opaque
WATER COLOUR™ |\ | Semi-Transparent
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CERULEAN BLUE
BLEU DE CERULEUM

S rCtnies | Transparent

Permanence AA Series/Série 3

14 ml € 0.47 US fl oz




7 R Lightfastness Ratings
- ) ¥ Excellent
TS 12% \lery Good
Sgsac 33 Fair
55 Professional 4% Poor
T WATER COLOUR" 3% Very Poor

CERULEAN BLUE
JLEU DE CERULEUM
AZUL CERULEO

k% kkkx extremely lightfast

anence AA Series/Série 3 fxx%xx  good lightfastness
* k% ightfast

d
Solidité a la
lumiere |

* % imited lightfastness
* ess lightfast

- not lightfast

14 ml € 0.47 US fl oz
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Conforms to
ASTM D 4238
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Professional
WATER COLOUR"

CERULEAN BLUE

BLEU DE CERULEUM

AZUL CERULEO

Permanence AA Series/Série 3

14 ml € 0.47 US fl 0z
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AP = Approved Product
CL = Cautionary Label

CERTIFIED

Q &
%\ /\3/\
8 h N
QS &/®
MATERIALS Y

Conforms to Conforms to
ASTM D 4236 ASTM D 4236




Watercolour
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The Palette Surface
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40 coatefbagianl Eor Oil, Acrylic and Alkyd paints,
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Titanium White

Cadmium Yellow Light
Cadmium Yellow Medium
Cadmium Orange
Cadmium Red Light

Quinacridone Magenta

Ultramarine Blue
Cobalt Blue
Viridian

lvory Black
Burnt Sienna
Yellow Ochre




Zorn Palette

ZORN PALETTE

Y = YELLOWOCHRE R =CADMIUM RED MEDIUM B = IVORY BLACK
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TRACE OF BLACK TRACE OF YELLOW TRACE OF RED

Patrick Byrnes



Other
Triads

Titanium White

Yellow Ochre
Viridian
lvory Black
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Titanium White
Cad Yellow Light
Cad Red Light
Ultramarine Blue

|
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RYB

-

Titanium White
Lemon Yellow
Quinacridone Magenta
Phthalocyanine Blue

CMYK

Andrew Cadima



RYB CMY CMYK

Titanium White Titanium White Titani&m White

Yellow Ochre Cad Yellow Light Lemon Yellow
Viridian Cad Red Light Quinacridone Magenta
lvory Black Ultramarine Blue Phthalocyanine Blue Andrew Cadima



Split Primary Palette

Warm Yellow | Cool Yellow
Warm Red | Cool Red
Warm Blue | Cool Blue
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Isoindoline
Yellow

Pyrrole

Quinacridone
Scarlet

Magenta

£,

™

Blue

A | | .- Two-Primary Palette
Quinoxalinedione Phthalocyanine Ultramarine ; '
Yellow Cyan PBi5:4 7

Greenleaf & Blueberry®

HANDMADE WATERCOLORS

Yellow Yellow
: (orange-yellow) (green-yellow)
™
Red
(orange-red) Blue
(green-blue)
(blue-red)
Blue

(red-blue)



b g Other Limited Palettes

' Cadmium Red Light | e 2 P -t
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S S R Modern Atelier Limited Palette
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Phthalo Green
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Daria Callie




Categorisation: Prima
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Red Yellow
(PB) (PR) (PY)




Categorisation: Seconda
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Green Violet

(PG) (PV)




Categorisation: Earth
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Cool Blues
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. Categorisation: Tints

Warm Yellow | Cool Yellow
Warm Red | Cool Red
Warm Blue | Cool Blue
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Remington Robinson
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High Key

Both examples by Claude Monet




